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Abstracts

The Character and the Challenges of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
—A Resilient Vessel Incubating the Potential of Diverse Individuals

Hitoshi Yamamura

Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum (7 okyo-to Bijyutsukan, also known as TOBI), which opened in 1926 in Tokyo, Japan, has a
90-year history of active engagement with the arts. Unlike other art museums, TOBI for many years functioned entirely as a
gallery for hosting various exhibitions held by artist groups, the mass media (newspaper and broadcasting companies) and the
Japanese government. After World War II, however, TOBI gradually became a modern art museum. In this essay, I endeavor to
make clear the history and characteristics of this museum, as well as its challenges and possibilities, and to suggest a positive

future direction. The essay consists of the four sections below.

1. A museum as a gallery
2. Some contemporary exhibitions. How TOBI is seen by art critics
3. 20 years as a museum of modern & contemporary art and 15 years as a gallery again

4. The new TOBI from 2012

Throughout its history, TOBI has served as an incubator for wide-ranging artists and art works. In the future, I think, TOBI

must become a resilient vessel broadly capable of incubating the potential of artists and individuals.

The Aims and Undertakings of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum's “Sato Memorial Room”

Yuko Mizuta

Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum first opened in 1926 under the name “Tokyo Prefectural Art Museum” on the basis of a
million yen donation made by the Kyushu industrialist Keitaro Sato as funds for building an art museum. Since undergoing a major
renovation in 2012, the museum has actively fostered its archives by working to organize, preserve, digitize, and display materials
related to its history. In this essay, I endeavor to show the beginnings of the museum archives program. More concretely, my
subject is the “Sato Memorial Room” named in honor of Keitaro Sato that was established in 1953 in the original museum building
designed by Shinichiro Okada. In the post-war years, amid turbulent change in Japan's art scene, the Sato Memorial Room
anticipated the functions of acquiring artworks, holding self-organized thematic exhibitions, and developing educational outreach
programs that Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum has earnestly pursued since reopening in a new building in 1975. In this essay, I
examine the aims and undertakings of the Sato Memorial Room based on publications, architectural drawings, photographs,
documents, and other archives in the museum’s collection, and show the transitions in its development. In this way, I attempt to
cast light on how Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, working trial and error through the Sato Memorial Room, sought to expand

its museum functions following the war.
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