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Nakayama Takashi [1893-1978]

Born in Okayama City, Okayama Prefecture. After graduating from middle school he moved to
Tokyo where he studied Western-style painting at the Aoibashi School of painting run by the
Hakubakai [White Horse Society]. In 1914 he entered the Western Painting Department of the
Tokyo School of Fine Arts where he studied under Takeji Fujishima. His work was first selected
for the Teiten exhibition in 1919. In 1922 he traveled to France where he admired the work of
Vlaminck and Chagall and became friends with Kanji Maeta and Katsuzo Satomi. He returned to
Japan in 1928 where his work was given special entry into the Nika Art Exhibition and awarded
the Nika Prize. In 1930 he participated in the establishment of the Dokuritsu Bijutsu Kyokai
[Association of Independent Artists]. In 1946 he became a professor at the Joshibi University of
Art and Design.
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Kohno Michisei [1895-1950]

Born in Isesaki City, Gunma Prefecture. His family moved to Nagano City while he was still an
infant. His father, Jird, was a Western-style artist and teacher during the early Meiji period; he was
a member of the Eastern Orthodox Church and also ran a photographic studio. As a result of his
father's influence, Michisei began to study oil painting and copperplate printing, teaching himself
from art books and other Western writings he purchased from the Maruzen book store. While he
was still in middle school he drew and painted scrupulously realistic scenes of Nagano City in the
Northern Renaissance style. Graduating from Nagano Middle School in 1914, three of his works
were selected for inclusion in the 1st Nika Art Exhibition. In 1917 his 'Self-portrait' was selected
for the 11th Bunten exhibition and he moved to Tokyo. The following year he became a member of
the Sodosha [Grass and Earth Society]. In 1926 he became a member of the Shunydkai Society,
and during the early Showa (1926 -1989) period he became a member of the Daichowakai and
Kokugakai societies. He was also active as a copperplate printer and illustrator.
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Matsumoto Koji [1895-1973]

Born in Saga City, Saga Prefecture. He dropped out of middle school and with the support of
the Western-style painter, Haisui Takagi, who came from his hometown, he traveled to Tokyo
where he entered the Aoibashi School of painting run by the Hakubakai [White Horse Society].
Becoming friends with the author, Kazuo Hirotsu, he devoted himself to literature, starting
work on the coterie magazine 'Tanemakuhito' [The Sower] in 1917 and becoming involved in
editing literary magazines. In 1924 he joined Hakusht Kitahara's ARS Company where he edited
'Bijutsu daikoza' [Art Lecture]. He lived in France from 1929 to 1931 where he entered works
in the salon. After returning to Japan, he regularly entered works in the Nika Art Exhibition,
becoming a member of the Nika Art Association in 1940. After the war, as a senior member of
the Association, he was made a director and devoted himself to its management.
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Tanabe Miematsu [1897-1971]

Born in Hakodate City, Hokkaido. After graduating from middle school he worked for his
family's kimono retail business, but after the company went out of business in 1928, he became
a teacher at an elementary school in Hakodate. In the same year, his work was selected for
participation in the 15th Nika Art Exhibition. He continued to enter his works in the Nika Art
Exhibition, receiving the Nika Award in 1942. In 1945 he participated in the establishment

of the Kohdo-Bijutsu association together with volunteers from the Nika Art Association. He
also participated in the establishment of the Zendou Art Association, devoting himself to the
promotion of the art and culture of Hokkaido. After the Second World War, he did not limit
himself to subjects in Hokkaido but also painted the Scandinavian fjords and the Swiss Alps,
using dramatic compositions and colors.
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Takata Rikizo [1900-1992]

Born in Kurume City, Fukuoka Prefecture. He traveled to Tokyo and studied at the Kawabata

Art School under Hakutei Ishii. In 1927 his work was selected for the 14th Nika Art Exhibition

for the first time. In 1937 he traveled to France where he studied at the Académie de la Grande
Chaumiére in Paris. He returned home in 1939, becoming a member of the Shunydkai association
the following year. In 1965 he returned to France where he studied oil painting restoration under
Jacques Le Maréchal. He returned to Japan once more in 1967 where he produced subdued oil
paintings demonstrating a steady technique.
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Narahara Kenzo [1907-1999]

Born in Tokyo. He entered the Oil Painting Department of the Tokyo School of Fine Arts where he
studied under Takeji Fujishima. In 1930 his work was selected for the 11th Teiten exhibition for the
first time. In 1933 he graduated from the Oil Painting Department of the Tokyo School of Fine Arts,
exhibiting works in the Teiten, Nitten and other state-sponsored exhibitions. From 1934 to 1943
he lived in Dalian in Northeast China where he worked as an art teacher. In 1947 he participated
in the establishment of the Shigenkai association. His work consisted of powerful landscape
paintings with quiet compositions.
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Yoshii Tadashi [1908-1999]

Born in Fukushima City, Fukushima Prefecture. After graduating from middle school he traveled to
Tokyo in 1926 where he studied at the Taiheiyo Bijutsu Kenkyujo, a private painting school. In 1928 his
work was selected for the 9th Teiten exhibition for the first time. In 1936 his work was selected for the
Dokuritsu Bijutsu Kyokai [Association of Independent Artists] exhibition. In 1939 he participated in the
establishment of the Bijutsu Bunka Kydkai [Fine Art and Culture Association]. After the Second World
War he exhibited his work in the Nihon Andepandan [Japan Independent] exhibition, The Jiyd Bijutsu
Kyokai [Association of Free Artists] exhibitions, etc. In 1964 he participated in the establishment of the
Shutai Bijutsu Kyokai [Individual Artists' Association]. He is well known for his portraits that possess a
great sense of presence and allow us to feel the severity and pressures of life at that time.
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* Reference Material : Hideo Miwa, Déshin Sato, Emiko Yamanashi, Kindai nihon bijutsuka jiten [Encyclopedia of
Modern Japanese Artists], Kodansha 1989
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Venue : Gallery B, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
Organized by : Tokyo Metropolitan Government,
Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
Cooperated by : Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
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We are delighted to present the 'Modern Realism' exhibition, consisting of works from the Meiji
(1868-1912), Taisho (1912-1926) and Showa (1926-1989) periods belonging to the collection of the
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo.
In Japan, the establishment of the Meiji government, following the collapse of the Edo Bakufu,

opened the way for the large-scale introduction of realistic paintings from Europe. Up until that time,
monochrome ink paintings or ukiyo-e pictures presenting traditional, flat, East Asian depictions were
the norm and three-dimensional, realistic works, employing the Western techniques of perspective or
shadow method, were so rare as to be generally nonexistent. It was not until modern history-the 150
years covering the Meiji, Taisho and Showa periods-that authentic Western painting, using oil paints on
canvas, became popular in Japan.
The exquisite oil paintings by Honda Kinkichiro, one of the pioneers of Western-style painting during
the Meiji period; the detailed oil paintings and sketches of Kohno Michisei, who was a member of

the Taisho period Western-painters' group, Sodosha; views of people's lives and aspects of early
Showa society depicted in a humanist style by Ikebe Hitoshi and garden landscapes depicted with
the conservative realism and unique style of Makino Torao, etc. This exhibition will introduce 33
works, including oil paintings, watercolors and sketches, representing the Western-style artists who
underpinned the Japanese art world and the organizations that held exhibitions by public subscription
during the Meiji, Taisho and Showa periods. It will offer an opportunity to trace one aspect of 'realism'
in modern Japanese art history.
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Still Life

AP E
Jakkoin in Autumn
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View from Mt. Hakkoda
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Still Life

c.1948
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Materials & Technique
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Oil on canvas
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Oil on canvas
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Oil on canvas
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ARDA

Convalescent

EXE

Old Policeman

BELPEDR
Daughter of a Toy Proprietor
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Ginza
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Flower Garden

MoRs

Landscape in Autumn
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Landscape
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Garden

Summer
RO
Portrait of Father
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Morning Glories
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White Plum Blossoms
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The Banks of a River
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Landscape (Susobana)
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Pussy Willows (Susobana)
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Green Grass
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Oak Leaves
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Oak Leaf
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Oak Leaves
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Self-Portrait No.1
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Self-Portrait No.2

BER 3 (G4 : \BiRITHEE)
Self-Portrait No.3 right page: Javelin Throwing
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Self-Portrait
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Flowers
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Peonies
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The Alps

L&t

Kamikochi Highland
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Sea
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Woman Peeling Potatoes
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1958

1920
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1929

c.1943

c.1944

1914

1914

1916

1917

1917
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1917

1917

1917

1926

1962

1964

1956

1957

1949

HE- &5

Materials & Technique

i e S AW
Qil on canvas

PV DIAW S
Oil on canvas

Ve S DZAP
Oil on canvas

19/

Ink on paper

E R

Pencil on paper

KF/

Watercolor on paper

129/
Ink on paper
WP Fro N

Oil on canvas
WY N R
Qil on canvas
WY Fr AR
QOil on canvas
piP N S D IAW
Oil on canvas
MR FrU N
Oil on canvas
MR/ FrUnNR
Oil on canvas
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80.5X61
80.5X60.5
91X60.5
91X60.5
72.7X90.9
60.6 X80.3
50X 60.6
40.9X53
50X 60.6
72.8X60.6
60.6 X45.5
72.7X60.6
60.6 X50
30X38.2
30X38
19X29.5
25.8X34.0
17X25.5
26 X34
29X19
29X19
29X 38
29X19

51X 46
53X45.5
53X65.1
45.5X54
33.4X45.5

80X 61
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Brief Biography of Artists

4%I& in chronological order
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Honda Kinkichiro [1850-1921]

Born in Edo (now Tokyo), the eldest son of a samurai family from Aki Province. Studied English from
the end of the Edo period then studied Western-painting techniques while working at the Ministry

of Construction. In 1874 he entered the painting school belonging to Shinkuré Kunisawa where he
studied Western painting. He took over management of the school after Kunisawa's death in 1877.
In the same year he entered a painting in the first National Industrial Exhibition where he received

an honorable mention. In 1883 he took up a post as instructor at the Military Academy. In 1889

he participated in the foundation of the Meiji Art Society. In 1907 he published and distributed the
Tsuichd kinen yofi bijutsuka shoden [Memorial Biographical Sketch of Western-style Artists] at a
memorial service for deceased Western-style artists that was held at the Akasaka Sankaido Hall. He
devoted his life to the instruction and popularization of Realism in Western-style art through painting,
photography, sculpture and lithography.
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Nakazawa Hiromitsu [1874-1964]

Born in Shiba, Tokyo. In 1887 he studied Western-style painting under Sachihiko Soyama then
later under Masaaki Horie at the Daikokan School. In 1896 he entered the Western Painting
Department of the Tokyo School of Fine Arts where he studied under Seiki Kuroda. In the same
year he participated in the establishment of the Hakubakai [White Horse Society] and continued
to exhibit his works. He graduated from the Tokyo School of Fine Arts in 1900. In 1907 he entered
a painting in the 1st Bunten exhibition, thereafter participating annually, receiving awards and
becoming one of the judges from 1910. He became active as one of the leading artists in the
Bunten, Teiten and Nitten exhibitions. In 1912 he founded the Koflkai Society, in 1914, the

Nihon Suisaigakai [Japan Watercolor Society] and in 1938 the Hakujitsukai Society, becoming a
prominent figure in various art circles.
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Yunoki Hisata [1885-1970]

Born in Kurashiki City, Okayama Prefecture. His father was a painter in the Nanga-style who

used the artist name ‘Gyokuson’. Graduating from middle school in 1906, he began to study
Western-style painting under Kunishird Mitsutani. The following year he entered the Taiheiyogakai
Kenkyujo, a private painting school where he studied under Fusetsu Nakamura. In 1911 he was
selected to participate in the 5th Bunten for the first time. The same year he traveled to France
where he studied under Jean-Paul Laurens at the Académie Julian in Paris. He returned to Japan
in 1915 where he received awards and special mentions numerous times in the Bunten and Teiten
exhibitions, often serving as a judge during the Showa period (1926-1989). In 1955 he participated
in the establishment of the Shin Seiki Bijutsu Kyokai [New Century Fine Art Association]. He
specialized in landscape paintings using beautiful, tranquil colors.
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Seimiya Hitoshi [1886-1969]

Born in Hiroshima City. After graduating from middle school, he entered the Aoibashi School

of Painting run by the Hakubakai [White Horse Society] and entered works in the Hakubakai
exhibitions. At the school he met Ryisei Kishida and Kiichi Okamoto while also becoming friends
with Soetsu Yanagi and other members of the Shirakabaha literary coterie. In 1912 he established
the Fusain society, together with Kishida, Yorozu Tetsugoro, Kotard Takamura, etc. In 1915 he
participated in the establishment of the Sodosha [Grass and Earth Society], demonstrating his
brilliant talent and outstanding skill in the design of the society's posters, catalogues and tickets.
In 1931 he participated in the establishment of the Japan Print Association.
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Ikebe Hitoshi [1886-1969]

Born in Tokyo. While he was in junior high school, he visited the Western-style painter, Hakutei Ishii,
the elder brother of his Shitaya Elementary School classmate, Tsuruzo Ishii, who provided him with
an introduction to study under Shinya Watanabe of the Taiheiydogakai Society. In 1910 he graduated
from the Tokyo School of Fine Arts and the following year he started work with the Keijo Nippo
newspaper in Korea. In 1914 he moved to the Kokumin Shinbun newspaper where, together with
Hyakusui Hirafuku, he was responsible for producing political and social cartoons. During the Taisho
period (1912-1926) he was involved in the establishment of such cartoon magazines as Tobae,
Manga Boy, etc. In 1921 his work, 'Daiddgeinin' [Street Entertainer] was selected for the 3rd Teiten
exhibition. He went on to win special commendations and prizes in this exhibition. In 1938 he joined
the Issuikai Association, later becoming a member of the steering committee. He liked to observe
people in the streets, producing freehand pictures of them that overflow with sentiment.

Makino Torao [1890-1946]

Born in Joetsu City, Niigata Prefecture. In 1895 his family moved to Tokyo. While he was in middle
school he studied Western-style painting at the Aoibashi School of painting run by the Hakubakai
[White Horse Society]. In 1908 he entered the Western Painting Department of the Tokyo School
of Fine Arts where he studied under Takeji Fujishima, etc. In 1912 his work was selected for the
Bunten exhibition for the first time, with him subsequently winning numerous awards and special
commendations there. In 1924 he established the Kaijusha Association together with Yori Saito.

In 1935 he joined the movement to boycott the Teiten exhibition in protest of its reorganization
and distanced himself from all state-sponsored exhibitions. In 1929 he became a professor at the
Imperial Art School and in 1935 at Tama Art University, devoting himself to the education of young
people. He lived in Nagasaki Village, Tokyo, and used the rich greenery of his garden as his main
motif, becoming famous for individualistic oil paintings of the plants that grew there.



