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When closed temporarily for maintaining the artworks
the museum'’s Special Exhibition hosts a “special day”

—The day of “Art Viewing Events for People with Disabilities”

BEIEHITIEIEZEEODHDHIC
b, BROLTEE LTV ITBLDICREH
ICBRELTVWIHEERTY, FaIHAHITH
MEZLICEADRERE. BELTVET,

1999FIc A — LI ZDEERIE. 5H
TR [ETTOY oM DEUT—0 LT
S—Z3FETHEHBILIEFT—b- 032z
T—81:bdb—FEICEREREIOEHL DA
ECMZBAIZE-THIFRIRIBERDET,
ZORWE, BETHEEIT TS, BEZTED
LI [HBEFR] oo LFEFoTVET,

LRI AFLRATZY—TITSMNET3
LOCEHBRHIORBANDOHFLE. ETRENRN
DAL—RERBE G EEBFELL, Do7h
ELTR—ATELATWZIEF21R%EE5E
IFLTWET,

\ TLR——DBESEFT— Y HK— /

Special Exhibitions are often crowded, so art viewing
events for people with disabilities are held on days when
the galleries are closed, to let them view artworks safely
and comfortably. Prior application is needed for the
viewing events, held three or four times a year.

This program started in 1999. Currently, it is also a
special day for the Tobira who receive and guide the
visitors, and who are involved from the earliest stage of
preparation. The Tobira team is formed of Tobira (Tobira
Project participants) and Art Communicators who have
finished 3 years as Tobira. Their warmth and enthusiasm
are conveyed to accepted applicants in a delightful,
handmade “invitation card.”

So that the visitors can take part without stress that day,
the Tobira meet them, guide them to the venue, and
ensure they can move smoothly through the exhibits.
The Tobira’s carefully thought-out plan of viewing
support, which even considers where they should stand,
helps realize a day for enjoying art at a relaxed pace.
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http://tobira-project.info
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‘ Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum History in Photographs
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The New Museum Building of the Tokyo Metropolitan
Art Museum was completed in 1975. In 2012, a second
floor was added to the building’s central wing and a
restaurant opened on the new floor. This photograph
dates from the year after the building’s 1975 opening,
and a signboard for its memorable first special exhibition,

“Avant-Garde d’avant-guerre” can be seen. The central
wing, having only one floor at the time, was almost
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©Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
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New Museum Building, the year after its opening
(photographed in 1976)

entirely hidden by the main gate, and The Ueno Library
(seen in the middle; currently, International Library of
Children’s Literature, National Diet Library) was visible
above the park trees. Today, the trees are taller, and they
and museum’s second floor block it from view. As the art
museum has grown, the scenery of Ueno Park has also
steadily changed.

(MIZUTA Yuko, Assistant Curator)
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