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Art Communication
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The Museum offers art communication programs designed to take visitors beyond simple viewing to a deeper “experience” of
the artworks. This time, we look at Tobira Project activities. Our theme: discovering and enjoying the museum building.
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Connecting people while helping them discover
the museum building and ways to enjoy it
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The present museum building was designed by architect
MAYEKAWA Kunio, a key figure in modern Japanese architecture.
This time, we introduce the “Architecture Tour guided by art
communicators (Tobira)” and other Tobira Project activities that
connect people by giving play to the museum as a cultural resource.
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What is the “Tobira Project”?
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The Tobira Project is a social design project of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Art Museum aimed at fostering a museum-
based community through art. The Tobira Project began in
2012 as a cooperative endeavor of the Museum and Tokyo
University of the Arts. Currently, 140 three-year-term Tobira

art communicators, recruited from the general public, are
engaged in activities.
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For a deeper enjoyment of this museum’s building
—an architectural “work” by MAYEKAWA Kunio
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Architecture tour for Kids
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A sober and restrained building at first glance, the Tokyo
Metropolitan Art Museum in fact abounds with distinctive
MAYEKAWA Kunio techniques and motifs. The “Architecture
Tour guided by art communicators (Tobira)” was launched
on the occasion of the museum’s 2012 Grand Reopening as
a program for discovering MAYEKAWA's museum building.
During their some 45-minute tour, visitors stroll the museum’s
public zones, conversing with Tobira as they go. The tour does
not try to convey specialized architectural knowledge but rather
introduce visitors to the thrill of closely examining the museum
building and making discoveries, with Tobira partaking in the fun
along with participants. To prepare for leading the tour, the Tobira
attend both a Tobira Project orientation and a practical course
of lectures in architecture. Besides the historical background of
this museum, they learn about the architectural design of places
of communication. Hereafter, we will actively offer programs
enabling visitors to gain insights into the museum building’s
architecture through dialogue with Tobira.

(KUMAGAI Kazumi, Assistant Curator)
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https://www.tobikan.jp/learn/architecturaltour.html

ii https://www.tobikan.jp/media/pdf/2017/ac_
tobikanmap_combine.pdf

iii https://tobira-project.info/tobirakugo/
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