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Art Communication
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The Museum offers art communication programs designed to take visitors beyond simple viewing to a deeper “experience” of
the artworks. This time, we report on “Miru-tabi,” a cross-generational exchange program held in summer 2021.
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Encountering Art and Science in Travels to Past and Future
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In July 2021, “Miru-tabi, Encountering Art and Science in Travels
to Past and Future” was held. Older adults and high-school

students viewed an exhibition and movie at the Museum and
actively discussed their experiences together.
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What is “Creative Aging”?
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Fiscal 2021 saw the launch of “Creative Aging,” a program
for older adults aimed at creating a society where anyone
can age creatively. Various programs are offered, including

participatory viewing to experience diverse artworks and
opportunities for cross-generational exchange.
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The summer “Miru-tabi” where seniors and high-school
students gathered to look and talk. What was it?
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A high-school student and an older adult touching actual marble
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Sketch by participant KOHTAKE Yuma (a first year student at
high school)
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In July 2021, “Miru-tabi, Travels to Past and Present, Experiencing
Art and Science” was held at Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
with 63 older adults and high-school students taking part. During
three days, they explored the exhibition “lsamu Noguchi: Ways of
Discovery” and watched the movie Gift of Fire released in the summer
of 2021. The movie concerns Japan’s secret endeavor to build an
atomic bomb during World War Il. The participants—people of
different generations and backgrounds—enjoyed seeing the movie
and artworks and engaging in discussion. Their intergenerational
dialogue, which unfolded mainly in the Museum’s auditorium,
was mediated by the Museum’s Tobira art communicators. The
participants’ varied perspectives were subsequently recorded on
Post-it notes and in sketchbooks, which filled the auditorium. We
will continue to hold such cross-generational exchange programs
giving everyone, including older adults, chances to visit the Museum
and engage in creative activities.

(FUJIOKA Hayato, Assistant Curator)
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Participants sharing impressions of Gift of Fire on Post-it notes
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