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Abstracts

Linking the Art Museum with High Schools during the Covid-19 Pandemic—
A Case Study of Blended Learning
Sawako Inaniwa

During the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, many art museums restricted visits by groups. Talking in the galleries was also
minimized more than ever. Under such conditions, how do art museums conjoin with school education to create places of learning?
From March, the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum began offering art communication projects using the videoconferencing
application, Zoom. Utilizing online education infrastructure already prepared by the schools, the museum endeavored to conduct
Blended Learning in conjunction with schools. Blended Learning is a method of combining the positive aspects of both conventional
face-to-face classes and online classes. From April, following in-depth meetings with teaching staff, the program was conducted three

times in total. This writing reports on details of the program’s content and discusses its results and issues for future reference.

“Museum Start iUeno” Family Program Activities under the Covid-19 Pandemic
Yumi Kono

In fiscal 2020, Museum Start iUeno was conducted in two stages: online and face-to-face. Under the pandemic, it was necessary
to seek out and construct a program safe for everyone to take part in. Deliberation focused on devising content that enabled the
participation of both repeater families and families taking part in iUeno for the first time.

Step 1 was conducting an “artwork appreciation workshop” using the videoconferencing system, Zoom. The workshop aimed at
having participants enjoy seeing artworks and vocalizing their experience with others. Step 2 was having participants and their
families actually visit the various cultural facilities in Ueno Park for “live” observation of artworks and materials, with aim of giving
them opportunity to use the cultural facilities.

In this writing, I review program planning & operational content and participant questionnaire responses, while mixing in photo

documentation, and consider the future.

Creating Occasions for Fostering “Wellbeing”—Report on Tobira Activities under the Covid-19 Pandemic
Kazumi Kumagai

In fiscal 2020, due to spread of the novel coronavirus, methods of communicating that avoided the so-called “Three C’s” (closed
spaces, crowded places, and close-contact) were required. To comply with this requirement, the “Tobira Project”—a social design
project to foster a community through art, conducted by the museum in joint with the Tokyo University of the Arts and citizens—
introduced the use of a videoconferencing application (Zoom) in addition to existing communication tools. Along with some 140 art
communicators (Tobira), program staff spent the year conducting activities, working trial and error. The “Tobi-Labo,” conducted by
the Tobira themselves, also ran continually throughout the year, starting with online basic lectures from April. They also held the
“Special Day for People with Disabilities” and “Architecture Tour” taking infection prevention measures. This writing reports on the

processes above, reviews efforts to foster a community through art under the Covid-19 pandemic, and considers future issues.
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Introducing Works in the Collection,
Masakazu Horiuchi: Three Rectangular Parallelepipedons B, 1978
255%232x208 cm Stainless steel

Hitoshi Yamamura

The collection of the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum currently includes 12 sculptural pieces, many of them outdoor sculptures.
Among the latter, Masakazu Horiuchi’s large-scale work Three Rectangular Parallelepipedons B has long enjoyed familiarity among
people as a symbol of the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum. Installed on the Esplanade inside the Main Gate, the work creates a
vibrant contrast with the brick tiles of architect Kunio Mayekawa’s museum building.

Masakazu Horiuchi (1911-2001) is known as a pioneer of abstract sculpture in Japan. Horiuchi long exerted a strong influence
on not only sculpture but modern art in Japan, in aspects ranging from sculptural thought to production concepts, processes, and
techniques. As a professor at Kyoto City University of Arts, he also inspired numerous sculptors of the next generation. This
sculpture, which clearly shows Horiuchi’s free creative thinking and methods, is among his best known works. Although a large
sculpture composed of stainless steel, the piece is characterized by its impression of lightness and its striking shape.

The lightness and flower-like shape of Three Rectangular Parallelepipedons B derives from the paper sculptures Horiuchi spent
long hours creating every day. Formed by cutting and folding flat paper sheets, they contained the seed of potential for fresh and
original creation. Going beyond the role of a prototype or model, the paper sculptures were central to his creative process and formed

the core of his art.

From a “Temple of Art” to a “Doorway to Art”
Oral History Interview with Yoshitake Mamuro, Museum Director
Editing: Akiko Kobayashi and Hitoshi Yamamura

The Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, which had mainly served art groups as an exhibition venue after its 1926 founding, in
1975 opened in a new building designed by architect Kunio Mayekawa. On this occasion, the museum positioned itself as a
“contemporary art museum” and began offering a wide range of independently organized programs. On its grand reopening in 2012,
the museum additionally began to offer its own thematic exhibitions, collaborative exhibitions, and art communication projects. Eight
years have passed since these programs were launched on the basis of our mission: to be a “doorway to art” open to all people.

This writing presents the 5th oral history interview of the Museum Archives project. Its subject is Yoshitake Mamuro, director of
the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum since 1995. Director Mamuro was first assigned as chief curator in 1986 and served as vice
director before reaching his current position. During his 34 years at the museum, he has witnessed a dramatic change in circumstances
related to art museums, including the opening of The Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, founding of The New National Art Center,
Tokyo, and introduction of the designated administrator system. In this interview, Director Mamuro looks back at the museum’s

progress from his perspective as a director and discusses the art museum’s role and the issues it faces in the future.
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