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Abstracts

Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations: Tokugawa Iemochi’s Procession to Kyoto Nishiki-e (Polychrome Woodblock Prints)
Sugiyama Satoshi

In 1865, the fourteenth Shogun Tokugawa Iemochi led a second expeditionary force west against the Choshu clan. Scenes of the
shogunal army’s procession are depicted in the ukiyo-e series Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations. Collaborating in this series were eight
artists who previously joined to create Scenes of Famous Places Along Tokaido Road, depicting lemochi’s first expedition west in
1863. Chief among the eight artists when they rejoined for Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations, this writer argues, was Hiroshige II. Having
stood second in rank to Utagawa Toyokuni III—the grand elder of the Utagawa School—during the production of Scenes of Famous
Places Along Tokaido Road, Hiroshige II thereafter dared to create a “Hiroshige II Procession to Kyoto Nishiki-e” Tokaido series of
his own, which was unsuccessful. Observing that many scenes contributed by Hiroshige II to Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations closely
resemble scenes in his foregoing “Hiroshige II Procession to Kyoto Nishiki-e,” we can conclude that Hiroshige II—owing to the
failure of his “Hiroshige II Procession to Kyoto Nishiki-e”—went on to produce Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations.

Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations strongly reflects the circumstances in the last days of the Tokugawa shogunate. It includes elements
illustrative of the times, such the shogunal army marching and foreigners watching the procession. Unlike Scenes of Famous Places
Along Tokaido Road, furthermore, which depicts Iemochi under the guise of Minamoto no Yoritomo, Suehiro Fifty-Three Stations

portrays the shogun in a straightforward manner.

Creative Aging: the Museum Responds to the Super-aged Society
Hayato Fujioka

Japan’s declining birthrate and aging population have long been discussed as a social problem. In response to Japan’s aging
society, the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum in 2021 launched an art communication project attuned to the needs of older adults and
people with early dementia, and their families. Entitled “Creative Aging,” the project aspires to help build a society where older
adults can maintain a sense of social connection and well-being while aging.

In this essay, as coordinator of the Creative Aging project, I attempt to clarify the social background in which Creative Aging is
situated and examine the art museum’s role in tackling the super-aged society. I also introduce programs at museums and galleries in
the UK as examples of progressive efforts being made in this field, overseas. The essay furthermore introduces two related programs
conducted in fiscal year 2021—“Miru-tabi: Encountering Art and Science in Travels to Past and Future,” a cross-generational
exchange program for active older adults, and “Van Gogh Exhibition at Home: in Company with Art Communicators,” an art

appreciation program held online for people with dementia and their families.
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From Prewar Art to Postwar and Contemporary Art
Oral History Interview with Yasuhiro Yurugi
Editing: Akiko Kobayashi

The Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, which had primarily served art groups as an exhibition venue after its 1926 founding, in
1975 opened in a new building designed by architect Kunio Mayekawa. At this time, the Museum positioned itself as a
“contemporary art museum” and began offering a wide range of independently organized programs. On this occasion, the Museum
established an acquisitions policy aimed at systematically examining Japan’s postwar art and began collecting artworks and holding
Collection Exhibitions. The Museum also began holding Thematic Exhibitions and Special Exhibitions comprehensively viewing
modern and contemporary art from new perspectives.

For its sixth oral history interview, the Museum Archives project interviewed Yasuhiro Yurugi, a former curator at the Tokyo
Metropolitan Art Museum employed for thirteen years from 1976 to 1989. When the Museum’s acquisitions program was still young,
Mr. Yurugi, conducting precise and thorough research, planned and held sharply inquisitive Thematic and Special exhibitions linked
to the Museum’s acquisition efforts. Through Mr. Yurugi’s words, the interview recalled the exhibitions he curated and the Museum’s
collecting efforts at the time and looked back at the activities of organizing exhibitions and acquiring artworks, which the Museum

took as its core on opening in a new building.
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