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Art Communication
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The Museum offers Art and Communication Project designed to take visitors beyond simple viewing to

a deeper “experience” of the artworks. This time, we look at programs created by
Tobira for children who find school a “difficult place” and for their parents and guardians.
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Spending time with children and their families at the museum,
a “place” where they discover ways to participate.
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Tobira Project is a social design project to foster community
through art, with the art museum as a base. In cooperation with
Tokyo University of the Arts, art communicators (called Tobira)
selected from the general public undertake museum-based

activities in collaboration with curators and university faculty. New
programs are continually launched at “Tobi-Labo” meetings.
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What is “Tobi-Labo"?
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“Tobi-Labo” consist of meetings independently planned

and led by Tobira. At “Tobi-Labo,” the Tobira use their

own ideas and abilities to create programs for enjoying the
museum and opportunities for people to talk and connect.
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Oideyo, puratto, bijjutsukan (“Welcome to the art museum any
time”): a program for children who feel “school is a difficult place”
and for their parents and guardians.
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BOWTL325oLUFLwDdD A Oideyo, puratto, bijutsukan (“Welcome to the art museum any time”)
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Oideyo, puratto, bijutsukan is a program planned and facilitated
by Tobira for children who find school difficult and for their
parents and guardians. Initially started as a “Tobi-Labo” held
by Tobira, the program was held a third time since its 2021
start. Forming pairs with a Tobira, children walked around the
museum, the Tobira giving careful attention to each child’s
pace and interests. Participants, among them children poor at
Japanese and children using wheelchairs, viewed artworks at
the “Okamoto Taro : A Retrospevtive,” observed the art museum
building, and enjoyed strolling around the museum with the
Tobira. Their parents and guardians also formed pairs with other
Tobira and had fun seeing the museum and conversing with
Tobira. Participants had varying impressions afterwards, such
as “Children who find school boring were able to make new
discoveries at the museum” and “The children and adults looked
forward to going home and talking about their experiences.”
(MINEGISHI Yuuka, Curator, Learning and Public Projects)
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