AEFER.AEA. ALBFREOES

Art Communication
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The Museum offers Art and Communication Project designed to take visitors beyond simple viewing to

a deeper “experience” of the artworks. This time, we look at a program for thinking about inclusive society through art,
aimed at high-school students and people of that age (15-18 years old).
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MIRU-LABO: Discovering
the Unfamiliar: The Beginning of Understanding
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A 3-day program (Aug 17-19, 2023) in which “hearing people”
and “deaf and hard of hearing people” viewed and thought about
artworks together. After three days of seeing the exhibition “From
the depths of Ueno, a story begins—Tamana Araki” (Jul 22 — Oct 9,
2023), people able to hear formed pairs with people who are deaf or
hard of hearing to create a video introducing their selected artwork.
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What is “Museum Start iUeno™?
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“Museum Start iUeno” is a learning-design project conducted
jointly by 9 cultural facilities in Ueno Park. Its aim—to create an
environment where children and adults can learn together and from
each other. The project supports children aged 6-18 in making their
“museum debut” with their family or school group. The project’s
feature is its “art communicators” (“Tobira”): a third adult, neither
teacher nor parent, who joins participants in activities.
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Three summer days when people “hearing people” and
“deaf and hard of hearing people” appreciated art together
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From the depths of Ueno, a story begins—Tamana Araki
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iUeno’s activity blog displaying MIRU-LABO
participant’s artwork introduction videos

“Museum Start iUeno” is holding a program for teens, an
aim of which is to have them see the inclusive society, which
values unity in diversity, as a personal matter. Taking part in this
summer’s program were 12 hearing, deaf, and hard of hearing
teens (high school students and same-age teens) as well as 8
hearing, deaf, and hard of hearing art communicators (Tobira).
Forming pairs, they viewed artworks in the exhibition “From the
depths of Ueno, a story begins—Tamana Araki” and created
a video about their selected art work. Participants primarily
communicated by writing or gesture, a sign language interpreter
assisting as necessary. The completed videos (in Japanese and
Japanese sign language only) can be viewed on iUeno’s activity
blog. Through the program and artwork viewing, participants
learned that differences in hearing ability create cultural as
well as perceptual differences. Hereafter, iUeno will continue
to engage in activities enabling people who are different to be
together in the museum and communicate on the premise of
recognizing the differences.

(KONO Yumi, Curator, Learning and Public Projects)

https://museum-start.jp/report/detail/ TpEEYJgO



