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Abstracts

Concerning the Tokyo Prefectural Art Museum’s Earliest Artwork Acquisition, now in the Tokyo Museum
of Contemporary Art Collection
Ouchi Hikaru

This paper reports newly confirmed facts concerning Summer Camp on the Sea, a painting registered in the collection of the
Tokyo Prefectural Museum of Art in 1927, the year after the Museum’s opening. The work is currently in the collection of the
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. Until now, nothing was known about the painting besides the artist’s name “SUZUKI
Shoichi” and its date of production, “July 1927.” Other pertinent information—details on the artist other than his name, the location
of the landscape it depicts, and the history of its acquisition—had never come to light. A recent investigation, however, has now
determined that the work was displayed in the “Tokyo Prefectural Elementary School Teachers’ Painting Exhibition” held at the
Tokyo Prefectural Museum of Art in July 1927, and that Suzuki Shoichi was a Tokyo elementary school teacher. His place of
employment, Tokyo Municipal Otsuka Ordinary Elementary School, held a 12-day “Camp on the Sea” during summers in
Katsuyama, Awa District, Chiba Prefecture (present-day Kyonan, Awa District). Judging from topographic features appearing in
this painting, most particularly Mt. Daikoku, it is almost certain the work is based on the motif of a seaside school in that district.
The specific circumstances surrounding the work’s acquisition are still unknown, but considering that the artist was not a so-called
professional painter, they were highly unusual compared with the formal collection policy adopted by the Museum thereafter.

On the other hand, the fact that such a work became the Museum’s first acquisition is symbolic of its launch as Japan’s first

public art museum and its function as leased exhibition space for wide-ranging artists as a place to show their work.

Museum Start i-Ueno’s “Miru-Labo” :

Putting into practice an art appreciation program for the hearing, Deaf, and hard of hearing
Ishimaru Tkuno

Kono Yumi

This paper reports on the implementation of the Family & Teens program “Miru-Labo” as part of “Museum Start i-Ueno,” a
larger program conducted by the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum and Tokyo University of the Arts in collaboration with cultural
facilities in Ueno Park. The paper examines two cases as examples: “Miru-Labo: Discovering the Unfamiliar: The Beginning of
Understanding” in fiscal 2023 and “Miru-Labo: Thinking about How to Communicate” in fiscal 2024.

The Miru-Labo program is aimed at giving hearing, Deaf, and hard of hearing people opportunities to view artworks together
and transcend differences in hearing ability to engage in dialogue, share understandings, and learn from each other.

This paper begins by specifying the Museum’s efforts to ensure accessibility and the importance behind them. It then
concretely discusses the program initiatives put into practice, including the background behind the program’s implementation and
the collaborations undertaken by Deaf and hard of hearing art communicators. The paper furthermore outlines changes in thinking
that were confirmed in participant questionnaires, results obtained via the program, and issues still remaining. Through practical
application of these initiatives hereafter, we will examine the changing role required of contemporary museums and the importance

of their addressing accessibility.
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Report: Dunhill and O’Brien’s Undertaking for the FY 2025 Thematic Exhibition “Pleasure in Making: The
Creative Spirit of DIY for Living”
Fujioka Hayato

Regarding an installation work created by artists Dunhill and O'Brien for the Thematic Exhibition “Pleasure in Making: The
Creative Spirit of DIY for Living” held at the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum in summer 2025, this paper documents the
processes that the work involved—from its production to its role in related programs after the exhibition’s opening.

Dunhill and O'Brien are an artist-duo based in London consisting of Mark Dunhill and Tamiko O'Brien. For “Pleasure in
Making,” the two viewed and verbally expressed an outdoor sculpture in the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum’s collection—
MOGAMI Hisayuki's I, Ro, Ha, Ni, Ho, He, To, Chi, Ri, Nu, Ru, Wo, Wa, Ka, Yo, Ta, Re, So, Tsu, Ne . . . (1979)—and made clay
sculptures with more than 100 collaborators. The clay sculptures they furthermore 3D-printed and digitally reconstructed into a
composite shape then enlarged with an analog device called a pantograph. This series of processes the artists brought to fruition in
an installation work.

This installation work is neither a survey nor reinterpretation of a work in the collection but rather a visualization of the
process of collaboratively altering the form and meaning of a collected work, using it as a medium. The production process was
also an attempt to expand the idea of transformation, embodied by the traditional sculptural process of prototype, molding, and
casting, to verbalization and collaboration with others. The involvement of diverse people in collaboration additionally served to
open a new relationship for them with the collected work. In this paper, their creative process that emerged as a response to a

collected work is organized and discussed in chronological order.
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